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Sunday  April  10th  «  was  the  sixtieth  anniversary  of  the  first  ob¬ 
servance  of  Arbor  Day,  which  originated  in  Nebraska  in  1872,  NoW,it  happens 
that  April  22nd,  next  Friday,  is  the  one  hundredth  anniversary  of  the  birth 
of  J,  Sterling  Morton,  v/ho  first  proposed  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  and 
who  served  as  Secretary  of  Agriculture  from  1893  to  1897.  Because  of  the 
difference  in  the  most  favorable  time  for  tree  planting  in  the  va-rious  parts 
of  the  country,  the  dates  for  the  obsei^anco!  of  Arbor  Day  vary  widely. 

It  is  anticipated  that  these  two  anniversaries,  April  10th,  the  ori¬ 
ginal  date  of  the  observance  of  Arbor  Day,  and  April  22nd,  the  date  ,of  the 
birth  of-  the  father  of  Arbor  Day,  will  greatly  increase  interest  in  the  ob¬ 
servance  of  Arbor  Day  tMs  year,  Decent  reports  shoT/  that  there  a  great 
increase  in  tree  planting  this  year  as  a  part  of  the  observance  of  the 
Washington  Bi-Centennial,'  Thousands  of  trees  are  being  planted  on  school 
grounds  and  in  public  places  in  memory  of  G-eorge  Washington,  and  it  is  not 
too  late  in  many  parts  of  the  co^'antry  for  tree  planting. 

Here  is  an  idea  for  you  folks  who  grow  sweet  potatoes,  Eseperiments 
in  North  Carolina  have  shown  that  where  the  ferti].izer  is  sown  broadcast  in¬ 
stead  of  putting  it  in  the  rows  that  you  may  get  an  increased  yield  of  about 
25  bushels  to  the  acre.  And  what  is  more  surprising,  it  was  fonjid  that 
"where  the  fertilizer  was  broadcast  over  the  rows  after  the  plants  had  been 
set  and  become  well  rooted,  the' best  yields  were  obtainedo 

\7hen  I  was  a  boy  one  of  our  nei^bors  often  grew  white  potatoes  under 
straw  mulch  and  sometimes  he  had  v/onderful  crops,  Eecently,  the  Ohio  Experi¬ 
ment  Station  conducted  experiments  at  Wooster,  and  at  a  point  in  southern 
Ohio  to  determine  if  increased  yields  could  be  secured  by  this  method.  In  one 
of'  these  experiments,  Eusset  Eui'al  was  planted  on  May  19th,  and  two  of  the 
four  plots  were  mulched  immediately  at  the  rate  of  10  tons  of  straw  to  the 
acre  which  made  a  layer  of  about  8  or  10  inches  deep  when  applied  and  about 
4  inches  deep  after  it  had  completely  settled,  Tlie  jdelds  were  about  doubled 
by  the  mulch,  but  the  season  was  especially  favorable  for  obtaining  benefits 
from  mulch,  that  is,  the  mean  temperature  for  dime  and  September  were  above 
normal  and  the  rainfall  for  the  season  was  deficient. 

In  other  experiments  in  Nebraska,  MicMgan,  Illinois,  and  elsewhere, 
it  has  been  shown  that  the  straw  mulch  will  increase  the  yields  about  two 
seasons 'Out  of  three,  but  tliat  the  benefits  are  obtained  mainly  in  the  central 
and  southern  sections  where  the  mean  temperature  is  frequently  above  the 
ideal  for  growing  potatoes.  Up  in  the  northern  sections  where  cool  nights 
and  abundant  rainfall  are  favorable  for  potatoes,  we  would  not  expect  very 
marked  results  in  favor  of  mulching,  V/here  early  potatoes  are  mulched  the 
straw  should  not  be  put  on  until  after  the  potatoes  are  up  and  that  means 
that  you  vdll  have  to  be  extremely  careful  to  avoid  brealoing  the  plants. 
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We  get  a  good  manj’’  letters  as3d.ng  how  to  grow  maslirooms.  When  you*re 
ei-l^her  growing  mashrooms  or  gathering  the  wild  ones  you  mast  Imow  your  mash- 
rooms  or  you  are  liable  to  he  dealing  with  poisonous  varieties.  A  lot  of 
people  have  gotten  -the  idea  that  they  can  grow  maslirooms  in  their  cellars 
,  or  in  caves  and  get  rich  at  it.  To  answer  these  questions.  Miss  Vera  K. 
Charles  of  the  Bureau' of  Plant  Industry,  wrote  a  little  bulletin  on  Mush¬ 
room  Culture  for  Auatmrs.  It  is  Parmers*  Bulletin  Bo.  1587  in  which  the 
author  says  that  "success  in  growing  these  delicious  fungi  all  depends  on 
Imowing  hov;,  and  that  carelessness  has  no  place  in  mushroom  grov4i'ig*”  The 
author  also  says  that  "a  large  initial  expense  is  not  necessary,  but  it  is 
best  to  begin  in  a  very  small  way,  then  if  the  business  will  warrant  s^-ou  can 
expand."  Miss  Charles  says  that  "unused  buildings,  cellars  or  basements 
may  be  remodeled  and  adapted  for  mushroom  growing."  If  you  have  any  idea  of 
embarldLng  in  the  fascinating  business  of  mushroom  grovdng,  I  would  advise 
you  to  get  a  copy  of  Pamers*  Bulletin  ITo.  l-5-8'-7,  and  not  only  read  its 
16  pages,  but  study  the  di  recti  on  s_  carefully  before  you  turn  one  forlcful 
of  manure  for  a  mushroom  bed. 

* 

This  morning,  wMle  the  Missus  was  frying  the  bacon  and  making  the 
■  biscuits  for  breakfast,  I  entertained  myself  by  transplanting  a  couple  of 
lm;adred  seedling  tomato  plants.  vThile  I  v^as  handling  those  plants,  I  could- 
nH  help  thiricing  about  how  much  the  future  of  each  plant  depended  upon  the 
chance  it  gets  during  its  early  stages.  If  I  leave  them  in  the  seedbed  just 
a  day  or  two  longer,  they  will  be  tall  and  spindling,  but  if  I  transplant 
them  just  at  the  right  time  and  give  each  plant  an  equal  opportunity,  they 
v/ill  practically  all  grow  into  large,  sturdy,  healthy  plants  suitable  for 
setting  in  the  garden. 

Later,  when  it  comes  to  setting  these  plants  in  the  garden,  the. 
same  rule  as  to  proper  spacing  will  apply.  Vihien  I  transplant  my  plants  in 
the  coldframe,  I  set  them  about  4  inches  apart  in  each  direction  then  when 
it  comes  to  setting  the  plants  in  the  garden,  I  run  a  trowel  .or  a  knife  be¬ 
tween  them  and  cut  the  soil  in  blocks  With  a  plant  in  the  center  of  each' 
block.  Then  as  I  set  the  plants,  I  always  place  a  little  collar  of  stiff 
paper  about  3  inches  higli  around  the  stem  of  each  plant  to  protect  it  from 
cutworms. 

Bow  foUcs,  I  see  Mr.  Salisbury  is  holding  up  his  finger  to  indicate 
that  my  time  is  up,  but  I  want  to  remind  you  that  the  meeting  of  the  Pro-  . 
gressive  Garden  Club  will  be  on  the  air  at  this  time  next  Tuesday  -  and  un¬ 
til  then,  so  long. 
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